Federated Garden Clubs of Vermont, Inc.

                  Fall Meeting   -   October 6, 2009   - Minutes




The Lilac Inn, Brandon, VT

President Stephanie Hockensmith called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Carol Miner, President, Mountain Gardeners.

A moment of silence was observed in memory of Rena Chernick, Granite Center GC, who passed away yesterday.

Jan deSarno, President of Burlington GC shared a poem “Senior Solution”, offering a bit of inspiration and a lot of levity.

A welcome was offered by Central District Director Therese Burton of Springfield GC.  Response was by Southern District Director Dot Closs, Arlington GC, who thanked the Central District for arranging  the meeting.  The Southern District will host the Spring Meeting April 5, 2010 at Mt. Anthony Country Club in Bennington.

The Credentials Report was given by Gay Gaston, Randolph GC:


State President:  1


Past State Presidents:  4


Club Presidents:  11


District Directors:  3


National Life Members:  5


State Life Members:  18


National Board Members:  4


State Board Members:  11


Total Members Present:  63

President Stephanie Hockensmith introduced her Board:  1st VP Gay Gaston, 2nd VP Rita Langlais, Treasurer Sally Ayrey, Assistant Treasurer Pat Durfee, Recording Sec. Gail Lynch, Corresponding Sec. Susan Robinson, Parliamentarian Elaine Dates, Historian Christine Rousseau, Northern District Director Glenda Clarke, Central District Director Therese Burton and Southern District Director Dot Closs.

The Minutes Review Committee moved that the reading of the minutes of the Annual Meeting June 1, 2009 be waived by General Consent.  The motion was seconded and passed.

The Minutes Review Committee for the Fall Meting will be Dot Closs, Southern District Director and Barbara Blodgett, President, Middlebury GC.

Treasurer’s Report:  Sally Ayrey, Arlington GC

     Sally proposed a budget of $6,040.00 for fiscal year 2010.  The new budget for comparable categories is lower than last year’s by approximately $960.  Expenses have been reduced in most areas, primarily because the interest income is not there. The Mayforth Scholarship ($1000.00) has been included as a line item, which makes the budget appear higher.  The interest generated from the Mayforth Fund will be approximately $350, so an additional $650 will need to be raised to keep it at $1000.  The Executive Board feels this is important and deserves a place in the budget.

Committee Reports:
     Ways & Means, Jenn Hanlon, Four Seasons GC  (Scholarship Chair) and Julia Quimby-Cohen, Rutland GC (Blue Star Memorial Chair)

Jenn spoke of the possibility of having a cyber-auction on the internet.  A suggestion to raise dues $1.00 would have to be taken up by the Executive Board.  Meredith Stock of Green Mt. told that at one meeting they passed a bucket around and raised $55.00, issuing a challenge to other clubs to make similar efforts.  Jenn and Julia had a large attractive display of fall arrangements and many gardening items and held a raffle and also a silent auction to get our fund-raising off to a great start.  Table centerpieces were also sold.  An Ideas Board was put up for suggestions.

Julia reported that she traveled the Blue Star Memorial Highway from the New Hampshire border near White River Jct. to Fair Haven on the New York State line.  Her efforts are to locate the “living memorials” and the people responsible for maintaining them.  Her report includes updates for sites in White River Jct., Rutland and Fair Haven.  Her goals include having all of the gardens designed in red, white and blue, flag poles erected and having nearest garden clubs adopt sites.  She also wants to get all site markers on the web.

     President’s Projects, Mary Webster, Mt. Gardeners

          Theme:  The World Around US – Love It – Beautify It – Protect It

Golden Days Project to honor members who have contributed much and are no longer able to be so active.  Potted daffodils will be taken to members and others in homes, nursing homes or assisted living facilities.  Mass plantings at appropriate sites may also be undertaken.  Both NER and NGC awards will be offered.

Plant It Pink, a partnership with NGC, Susan G. Koman for the Cure, Jon Carloftis, garden designer, and Louisville Stoneware, has a purpose of raising funds and awareness for the fight against breast cancer.  A complimentary packet of pink dianthus seeds will be given to monetary donors.  Designer ceramic birdhouse sales will provide a 10 percent donation to the Cure and 5 percent to NGC Garden Therapy programs.

Beautify Blight partners clubs, community leaders and an organized youth group to develop community vegetable gardens and provide produce to people in need.

Grandma & Grandpa’s Garden, Jan deSarno, Burlington GC

     Established in 2002, this heirloom garden in South Burlington is planted and maintained (1st Thursday of each month) by the Master Gardener program and Garden Club members.  This year to date, 291 pounds of vegetables have been delivered to the Food Shelf.

Youth Contests, Elaine Dates, Burlington GC

     Information has been distributed to club presidents and is available online.  Contests include:  Smokey the Bear/Woodsy Owl Poster Contest, Poetry Contest, Prose Contest, Beautify Blight (Pres.’ Project),  High School Distinguished Service Project, School Gardens Project “Bee Nature’s Partner: Plants and Pollinators” and the Girl Scout Native Plants Patch.

Judges Council, Frankie Gibson, Brattleboro GC

     Frankie reported that four Standard Flower Shows within FGCV have been held since March ’09.  Three will be applying for a National Award and all for State Recognition.  She asks to be advised immediately if a club plans a flower show in order to avoid conflicts.  A small cash award (Sylvia Levie Award) is available to any FGCV member attending Flower Show School, Landscape Design Study Course, Gardening Study Schools and Environmental Study Schools.  Send applications to Frankie.

Garden Therapy, Joan Gates

     Look for an article about Garden Therapy in The Leaf  Spring edition each year.  Garden Therapy projects are garden-related activities done with  challenged  individuals and actively involving them.  FGCV has a garden therapy trust fund with an annual award to the Garden Club judged to have the most effective garden therapy program(s) for the size of the club.  See requirements on the FGCV website.

State Life Membership 

     No report was given due to the death of Rena Chernick.

Scholarship, Jenn Hanlon

     Information above under Ways & Means

Jenn encouraged us to push for more applications for scholarships.

Government Action Education, Susan Robinson, Manchester GC

     The NER (New England Region) of the NGC sends information to club presidents.  The Clean Water Act is one area of focus for this year.  Email suggestions of ideas you would like to see promoted to Sue.

Awards, Marge Masino, Four Seasons GC

     Marge reported that Marilyn Houston and Nancy Howe are on the committee.  Award applications for NGC will be sent to Nancy.  Most national awards are due by Dec. 15.  Vermont submitted four award applications to NER, and Burlington GC won the Sue Saul Award; Springfield GC won the Nancy H. Atwell Trophy for their Festival of Trees and also the Publicity Press Book Award for 3rd place.

New Business 

     The Budget for 2009-2011, approved by the Executive Board was adopted. 

     NER Report, Stephanie Hockensmith

Stephanie announced that the NER Flower Show Judges Award was won by Elaine Dates.  The design may be seen on the website.

There is a new NER award – The Wildflower Society Award.  Marge Masino told us that there will be one club winner in each state, for the club with the best native plant education project for the year June 1 – May 31.  Information can be found on the website.

NER fundraising project, Elaine Dates

     NER Ways & Means has attractive Danforth pewter earrings and keychain (trowel and rake) for sale.  The earrings are $20, the keychain $15, and both together $30.  All proceeds will go to NER.  It was suggested they would make nice gifts for speakers and others.

The NER Symposium will be held May 19-21, 2010 at The Colony Hotel in Kennebunkport, ME

The 2010 NER Meeting will be hosted by VT on October 18 and 19 in Stratton.

Announcements
     A Tribute to Virginia Allen was given by Joan Gates, Burlington GC.  Joan recounted Virginia’s many accomplishments.  She has been entered in the NGC Memorial Book.  A moment of silence was observed to honor Virginia.

     A Garden Study Course Learn 2 Grow will be offered online.  The course is tailored to VT.  Go to learn2grow.com.

     Stephanie urged us to check out new website features – Master Calendar, list of Field Trips, and soon a list of Speakers.  She told us that NGC is entering the social networking of Facebook and Twitter.

Program “Cultural Values as Reflected in Architectural Landscaping”  was presented by Pamelia Smith of Vermont Tech.  She included four traditions in her presentation:  Persian, featuring the Alhambra in Granada, Spain; French, featuring The Palace of Versailles and Louis XIV; Japanese, featuring the Katsura Imperial Garden in Kyoto; and American, featuring Central Park and also the University of Virginia.

Social Time was enjoyed from 12:00 – 12:30.  Attendees were urged to look at displays and raffle/silent auction items.  A lovely luncheon followed.

Spotlight on Springfield Garden Club, Anne Miller, co-president

      Anne introduced members of her club who were present.  With an attractive display board of evidence, Anne impressed us with a very interesting telling of their club’s many projects and activities.  Their major fund-raising effort each year is The Festival of Trees, and this year will mark their 17th.  It is held at the Fullerton Inn in Chester the weekend before Thanksgiving.  Different rooms feature trees with different themes; one tree decorated in the Town Office told the history of the town in its decorations.

     The Club also has many civic projects, including planters and various gardens.  They work with community groups and Scouts.  They have Garden Therapy programs in the hospital.  They maintain some plots for natural plantings for wildlife.  Another area is community education, including rock gardens, vegetable gardens, growing orchids, invasives, etc.  They have club outings to gardens and hold an August pool party.  Certainly they set an example for all and lots of great ideas.  Thank you, Springfield GC!

Final Credentials Report

     One club member who signed up was unable to attend; therefore, the final report showed 64 attendees.  Gay Gaston’s report was accepted.

President Stephanie Hockensmith adjourned the meeting at 2:30 pm.
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