                      Federated Garden Clubs of Vermont, Inc.

                      Annual Meeting     June 7, 2010     Minutes

                   The Spirit of Ethan Allen, III   Burlington, VT

President Stephanie Hockensmith called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.  She introduced her Executive Committee and State Presidents from New Hampshire, Connecticut and Rhode Island and the New England Regional Director.  A warm welcome was extended to Renee Blaschke, President, NGC, Inc.

Stephanie read a proclamation of National Garden Week June 6 – 12 from Governor James H. Douglas.

Jan Desarno, President of Burlington GC led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Phyllis Josselyn of Seed and Weed GC read Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s poem “Flowers”, which compares flowers to the stars of the sky.

The Welcome was offered by Glenda Clarke, Northern District Director.

Therese Burton, Central District Director, delivered the Response.  Her district will host the Fall Meeting on October 4 at the Three Stallion Inn in Randolph.  The theme will be “White Magic: A Vermont Winter Garden.”

Caroline Frey, Registrar gave the Preliminary Credentials Report:


1 National President


1 New England Regional Director


4 New England State Presidents


7 National Board Members

        14 State Board Members


3 District Directors

        10 FGCV Club Presidents


4 FGCV Past State Presidents


8 National Life Members

        19 State Life Members

        69 Club Members


4 Guests

        69 Voting Strength

        74 Unduplicated Count

The Minutes Review Committee moved that the reading of the minutes of the Spring Meeting, April 5, 2010, be waived by General Consent.  The motion was seconded and passed.

The Minutes Review Committee for the Annual Meeting will be Pat Gagne and Carol Lavallee, St. Albans GC.

Treasurer’s Report:  Sally Ayrey, Treasurer

   Sally reported total income for the year as of June 1, 2010 of $3,813.45; expenses were $3,773.41, leaving a balance of $40.04.  Additional income is expected.  The federation is solvent, and her report was filed.

New Business:
   Stephanie announced the appointment of an ad hoc Communications Committee to determine in what ways The Leaf and our website can be improved to increase readership and viewing.  Members are Jean Lord, Northern District, Margaret Nocca, Central District and Fran Shepherd, Southern District.

   A Nominating Committee for 2011-2013 state officers was named:  Caroline Frey, Northern District will be the Chair; Carol Miner, Central District and Carol Munson, Southern District will also serve.  They will meet and prepare a slate, due two months prior to the Annual Meeting, but would be welcome at the Fall Meeting.

Speaker:  Renee D. Blaschke, President, NGC, Inc.

   Our NGC President told us that she is “having fun with the job”.  She urged us to attend a national meeting and to read the National Gardener.  She reported that the Golden Days Project has exceeded goals and raised $10,400 in profit from bulb sales.  Five states benefited from NGC help after hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  Guatemala received funds for reforestation; now Haiti is working to restore clean, safe drinking water.

   Member Services offer Daffodil pins online, as well as purses and a Collection of Inspirations. 

   Anyone interested in being on the NGC Board can find a form online.

Remarks:  Kathy Thomas, N.E. Regional Director

   Kathy told us about the N.E. Regional Meeting being held October 18 and 19 at Stratton Mountain in Vermont.  Sue Robinson will be the Chair.  The theme will be “Recycle”, and there will be a Flower Show chaired by Elaine Dates.

Awards:
   Rita Langlais announced that ten Vermont clubs are eligible for a citation for net membership increase this year.  

  Valerie Cleary spoke about the Vermont Judges’ Council Design Award which is presented annually to garden clubs which have best promoted floral design with their club activities.  Certificates of Appreciation were presented to Burlington GC, Rutland GC and Randolph GC.  The Rotating Award Containers for 2010 went to Burlington GC and Randolph GC for their flower shows.

   Garden Therapy awards went to Arlington GC for making floral arrangements each month for Meals on Wheels; Springfield GC also makes arrangements for Meals on Wheels, makes arrangements 4 x each year with residents of senior housing and once with Hospital Adult Day Care.  They also care for the outdoor pergola and planter garden at the Adult Day Care, planting flowers and vegetables with clients.  Bennington GC is responsible for the solarium and gardens at the Vermont Veterans Home, where one outstanding vet has become a horticulture guru to others and spread enthusiasm for gardening.

   Elaine Dates announced Youth Awards won by Randolph GC (Poetry Contest “Our Beautiful World”), Four Seasons GC (Smokey Bear Poster Contest), Newfane GC (Smokey Bear/Woodsy Owl) and Burlington GC (Smokey Bear/Woodsy Owl).

   For President’s Projects, Mary Webster announced that Four Seasons GC won 2nd place for Golden Days Project Category D potted plants.  Certificates of Commendation and Appreciation for participation in the Golden Days project were awarded to Four Seasons GC, Mountain Gardeners and Rutland GC.  A third place award for the Beautify Blight Project went to FGCV for Grandma and Grandpa’s Garden.

    Marge Masino, Awards Chair, announced State Golden Trowel Awards for Leslie Olcott and Judy Cotter, Arlington GC;  Jean Henshaw of Burlington GC; Caroline Bailey, Four Seasons GC; Julia Quimby-Cohen, Rutland GC; and Sue McCausland and Lynn Likus, Springfield GC.  State Yearbook Awards went to Burlington GC, Manchester GC, Mountain Gardeners and Springfield GC.  Burlington GC and Four Seasons GC won Landscaping Awards.  Rutland co-presidents Sue Casella and Susan Resnick got the Club Presidents Award for Outstanding Organization, Administration and Leadership.  Springfield GC earned the Junior Gardeners Award and a Special Project Award (Looking at Flowers 2).

    At the National level,  Springfield GC received a Certificate of Commendation, Publicity Press Book Award in the Medium Club Category.  In the Large Club Category, Burlington GC won 3rd Place, Publicity Press Book Award.  Burlington GC also won a Flower Show Award: 57-A “75 Years and Growing.”  Arlington GC won a Flower Show Award: 22-A “Christmas in July.”    

   Vermont was one of thirteen states receiving a national award for net increase in membership.

   Jennifer Hanlon, Scholarship Chair, announced the 2010 Mabel Mayforth Scholarship Winner.  She is Kimberly E. Pivorunas from Cavendish, VT.  Kimberly is an Environmental Science Major at Clark University.  She plans to go on to earn a PhD and wants to volunteer for the Peace Corps in Africa.

   Jenn stated that we did not have a national winner this year and need more applicants in the future.

   A Presidential Citation was given to Mike Metallo, National Gardening Association Director, for their generous donation of $275 to the Scholarship Fund.  He told of his love of gardening and appreciates our support.  NGA will donate $100 to any club that can get ten people to volunteer time to help at another club.  This offer is valid through the end of September 2010.

   Springfield American Legion Post 18 received a Presidential Citation for their generous donation to the FGCV Scholarship Fund.

   Citations were presented to the following clubs for their donations to the Scholarship Fund:  Four Seasons GC, Green Mountain Gardeners, Mountain Gardeners, Middlebury GC, Rutland GC and Seed and Weed.

   Penny Pines is an ongoing NGC project of reforestation of areas hit by disasters such as wildfires. $68 pays for an acre of seeds to be planted.  A collection was taken up for this project. 

   At the NGC meeting in Atlanta, members were told of a new Family Reception Center at Dover Air Force Base, where the State Garden Club of Delaware has taken on a project to build a garden for families of slain soldiers to sit and reflect.  This is not a national project; states are invited to do whatever they can to help.

New England State Presidents: 

   NH President told of a special event on June 23 at Enfield Quaker Village.  Their first statewide Flower Show “This Place is a Zoo” will be held August 20 and 21, exit 2 off Rt. 89.

   CT President spoke of the CT Science Center in Hartford, with a Children’s Garden.  Garden Club Day will be held on September 15.

   RI President announced an Anniversary Tea on September 2 and a Flower Show in February.  Information is available on their website.

Social Time and Lunch:
   On this beautiful day everyone took advantage of this time to visit with others and enjoy the scenery of Lake Champlain and the Vermont shore.  A delicious buffet luncheon was served.

Spotlight on Four Seasons Garden Club:

   President Gail Lynch told about this club located in the North East Kingdom of Vermont, where the gardening season is short and can be challenging.  Club activities over the past year were guided in large part by the President’s Projects Golden Days and Plant-it-Pink.  Results are two new gardens – a Daffodil/Marigold Garden in Gardner Park in Newport and a pink garden in the shape of the Susan G. Komen ribbon at North Country Hospital.  Additionally, the Club maintains another garden at the hospital and a period garden at The Old Stone House in Brownington.  Funds raised at our annual plant sale are used to bring environmental programs to area elementary schools twice a year.  Pictures of these and other club activites were attractively displayed on a tri-fold created by past club president Rosemary Miller.  More pictures were rotating on computer screen.

50/50 Raffle:
   Martha Baker of Rutland was the winner of $78.

   Jenn Hanlon would like to have orders for FGCV quilts and totes.  There will be a Flower Power fall bulb fundraiser.
Final Credentials Report:


1 National President


1 New England Regional Director


4 New England State Presidents


7 National Board Members

        14 State Board Members


3 District Directors

        13 FGCV Club Presidents


4 FGCV Past State Presidents


8 National Life Members

        19 State Life Members

        70 Club Members


7 Guests

        79 Voting Strength

        87 Unduplicated Count

President Stephanie Hockensmith adjourned the meeting at 1:20 p.m.
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