  Federated Garden Clubs of Vermont, Inc.

                       Spring Meeting   -   April 5, 2010   -   Minutes

Mt. Anthony Country Club, Bennington, VT

President Stephanie Hockensmith called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Marie DeVito, Arlington GC.

All enjoyed Robert Frost’s “A Poem in Spring” shared by Jane Davis, Manchester GC.

Southern District Director Dot Closs, Arlington GC welcomed us, and Glenda Clarke, Burlington GC and Northern District Director gave the response and announcement of the Annual Meeting.  It will be held aboard the Spirit of Ethan Allen III on Lake Champlain, Burlington on Monday, June 7, 2010.  National Garden Clubs, Inc. President Renee Blaschke will be guest speaker.  

The Credentials Report was given by Dot Closs:

 1 State President

4 Past State Presidents

          12 Club Presidents

           5 Past Club Presidents

            3 District Directors


5 National Life Members

3 National Board Members

          16 State Life Members

          14 State Board Members

          55 Total Members present

President Stephanie Hockensmith introduced the FGCV Executive Committee:  1st VP Gay Gaston, 2nd VP Rita Langlais, Treasurer Sally Ayrey, Assistant Treasurer Pat Durfee, Recording Secretary Gail Lynch, Corresponding Secretary Susan Robinson, Parliamentarian Elaine Dates, Northern District Director Glenda Clarke, Central District Director Therese Burton and Southern District Director Dot Closs.

The Minutes Review Committee (Dot Closs and Barbara Blodgett) moved that the reading of the minutes of the Fall Meeting, October 6, 2009 be waived by general consent.  So done.  Elizabeth vanDyk and Carol Munson of Manchester GC were appointed to the Minutes Review Committee for this Spring Meeting.

Treasurer’s Report:  Sally Ayrey, Arlington GC

   Sally reported total operating expenses to date of $5,751.70, an amount of $159.77 over budget.  She explained that meeting income, deposits and allotment for future meetings, and the fact that we probably won’t be spending all monies in all categories will more than cover that deficit.  Scholarship income totals $1021.00 ($175.00 in life member donations plus $846.00 from fundraising).

· See note following minutes with post-meeting report of income.

Committee Reports:

Awards:  Stephanie reported for Marge Masino, Four Seasons GC that five applications have been sent to the National Awards Committee.  Applications for State Awards must be postmarked by April 15 and sent to P.O. Box 90, Morgan, VT 05853.

Flower Show Schools:  Frankie Gibson, Brattleboro GC announced that the Vermont Judges Council has a new Accredited Flower Show Judge – Maryann Wood of St. Albans.  Coming Flower Shows:


Randolph GC – July 31


NH Federation of State GC’s – “THIS PLACE IS A ZOO” – August 20 & 21

                                     NH Audubon, 84 Silk Farm Rd., Concord – Admission free

WAFA 10th World Flower Show – “THIS GLORIOUS EARTH” – June 15-19,  

             2011 at Seaport Trade Center, Boston MA 

The New England Regional Symposium – May 19-21, 2010 – Colony Motel, Ogunquit, ME – courses on Horticulture and Sculptural Design

Garden Therapy:  Glenda Clarke reported for Joan Gates that a cash grant will be awarded for the most effective (for the size of the club) Garden Therapy program at the Annual Meeting June 7.  Entry information is in the Spring edition of The Leaf.  The deadline for entry is April 30.

Government Action – Endangered Species:  Susan Robinson, Manchester GC is on the National Board, Chair of the Northeast, South and Far West regions.  Marion Hilliard is the National Chair.  Her idea is to get juniors interested in endangered species and to do research.

Horticulture:  Shari Johnson, Middlebury GC told us of the UVM Horticulture Research Center and the UVM Greenhouse facilities.  One teaching greenhouse is located on campus and open weekdays 8:30-4:00.  Others do research such as testing algae as a potential fuel source.

Judges’ Council:  No report  
Preservation, birds, butterflies and living creatures:  Lee Rousseau, Granite Center GC shared some very interesting information about Kestrels (small, beautiful raptors), along with instructions for building a Kestrel nest box.

President’s Projects:  Mary Webster, Mountain Gardeners told of Golden Days projects undertaken by Rutland GC, Burlington GC, The GC of Manchester, The Arlington GC and Mountain Gardeners.  Plant It Pink  gardens have been planted by The Rutland GC and planned by The Burlington GC.  Beautify Blight – The Burlington GC has submitted an application for the Grandma and Grandpa’s Garden, which has been transformed into an heirloom garden, producing vegetables for the Burlington Food Shelf.

Scholarship:  Jenn Hanlon, Four Seasons GC reported that there were five applicants for scholarships.  One has been selected to submit at the National level; another has been chosen for the Mabel Mayforth award.  Winner(s) will be announced at the Annual Meeting in June.

Meredith Stock, Green Mt. Gardeners said that several clubs have stepped up to “The Challenge”, including Green Mt. Gardeners, Middlebury, Seed & Weed and Rutland.

Therese Burton gave a presentation at the American Legion about our Scholarship Program and received a $400 contribution from them.

State Life Membership:  Carol Miner, President, Mountain Gardeners reported seven new state lifetime members since October.  Carol will host a luncheon at her home July 20 for all VT state lifetime members, including a garden tour.  She encouraged all of us to become state ($25) and national ($200) life members.

Carol gave a warm tribute to Rena Chernick, who was a member of Mountain Gardeners and State Lifetime Membership Chair until she passed away in October 2009.  In her memory Mountain Gardeners donated $500 to the FGCV Scholarship Fund.

Vermont Garden Park:  Wendy Oppenheimer, Co-President, Burlington GC described the heirloom Grandma & Grandpa’s Garden, established in 2002 on Dorset Street in South Burlington.  Last year 321 pounds of vegetables were delivered to the Food Shelf.  The garden is planted and maintained on the first Thursday of each month by FGCV members who live nearby.  Visitors are welcome.

Ways & Means:  Jenn Hanlon, Four Seasons GC and Meredith Stock, Green Mountain Gardeners had a busy table and many ideas for fund raising.  Flower Power (www.flowerpowerfundraising.com) is a Vermont company offering bulbs and plants;  Botanical Interests (www.botanicalinterests.com) offers seeds, tools, etc..  Make sure webpage says “Federated Garden Clubs of Vermont” to be sure FGCV receives percentage of sale.  

New Website:  Stephen Dates, Burlington GC updated us on the new FGCV website (www.vermontfgcv.com) and explained that clubs that do not presently have their own websites will need to arrange to do so.  Stephen met with those interested in learning more during our social time.

Youth Contests:  Elaine Dates, Burlington GC told of two new contests available for next year:  “Endangered Species Day Art Contest” and “Youth Sculpture Contest.”  Information about these and other youth contests is available on NGC’s website.  Winners for this year’s contests will be announced at the Annual Meeting in June.

New Business:  None

Announcements:

Membership:  Rita Langlais distributed membership lists to each club president and asked that she be notified of any changes.

NGC Annual Meeting:  Atlanta, May 14-16   The meeting is open to all, and registration is due by April 15.  There will be a Habitat for Humanity Walk, which several of our members will join, and sponsors would be appreciated.  Funds raised by FGCV will be used by Habitat for Humanity in Vermont.

NER Fall Meeting:  Stratton Mountain Club, October 16-18, “Going Green”

Susan Robinson is the chair of this six-state meeting.  There will be vendors and awards.

The Leaf:  An ad hoc committee is to be formed – 1) The Leaf

                                                                                 2) Website

Rutland Strawberry Garden Party:  June 19, sittings at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.  Tickets will be 

                                                        available at the Annual Meeting in Burlington June 7.

Garden Club of Manchester:  Jane Davis announced that their Annual Plant Sale will be held May 22,  9 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Northshire Day School, Route 7A, Manchester Center. On September 15, Gordon Hayward will speak about “Fine Painting as Inspiration for Garden Design.”  Meeting is open to the public and will be at the Southern Vermont Art Center at 1 p.m.  Donations accepted.

FGCV to present NGC Standard Flower Show March 4-6, 2011 at the Fairgrounds in Essex Junction, VT.  The theme of the show will be “Sweet Dreams.”  Contact Elaine Dates, Chair if you want to be on the committee or be involved in any way.

Program:  The New England Tropical Conservatory:  An Introduction
Dot Closs introduced our speaker Sadie Puglisi NETC Director of Environmental Studies.  The Education Center opened in Bennington in May 2009.  Their focus is on tropical and local ecosystems (showing the connection), biodiversity, preservation and promoting a sustainable world environment.  They conduct research in Indonesia,, and Sadie showed wonderful slides of rain forests and horticulture.  NETC works to develop appreciation of nature and interest in conservation.  They offer seasonal nature camps.  You can visit their website at netrop.org.

Social Time was enjoyed by all.  Some went out on the terrace.  There was opportunity to visit the Ways & Means table, look at displays, visit with one another.

A lovely luncheon was then served.

Spotlight on Arlington GC:  Marjorie Maas, Co-President spoke of their club, which has 60 members (51 active).  She shared some beautiful slides of floral arrangements at an in-house garden show for “intimidated members.”  Other slides showed club activities, a garden tour, a presentation on floral arranging by Valerie Cleary, and a Christmas in July Flower Show.  We always learn and get ideas from our fellow clubs.  Thank you, Marjorie!

Final Credentials Report:
Two members who signed up were unable to attend; therefore, the final report showed 53 attendees.

Sue Robinson was the winner of the Ways & Means raffle ($148).

President Stephanie Hockensmith thanked Dot Closs, Southern District Director for arranging such a fine day for us and adjourned the meeting at 2:10 p.m.

*Post-meeting report of income by Sally Ayrey, Treasurer   (4/6/10)

April 5, 2009 Spring Meeting:   

                                                  Meeting fees collected
$1725,00

                           Paid to Mt. Anthony Country Club               1670.10

                           Net                                                                     54.90

                           Paid $100 speaker honorarium to NETC


               Ways & Means collected $136

                           $900 Scholarship donations

                           $125 Life Member donations

Fiscal year to date scholarship income          $1746

Fiscal year to date Life Member donations   $  300

Fiscal year to date Ways & Means income   $  384
