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JUDGES COUNCIL 
        of

THE FEDERATED GARDEN CLUBS OF VT., INC.
                    BYLAWS
               ARTICLE I - NAME

The name of the organization shall be Judges Council of The Federated Garden 
Clubs of Vermont, Inc., a specific committee of the Federation. 
                               ARTICLE II - OBJECTS
The objects of this non-profit Judges Council shall be as follows: 

Section 1: To keep council members up to date on changes in the Handbook for 
Flower Shows, updates in the National Gardener, Flower Show School 
Committee newsletters and other pertinent sources of information, and to 
disseminate this information to garden clubs of the state. 

Section 2: To keep council members abreast of horticultural advancements and 
new trends in design. 

Section 3: To encourage the study of artistic design, horticulture and flower 
show procedure by members of the Federated Garden Clubs of Vermont through 
pertinent articles in the VERMONT LEAF and by assisting and encouraging 
Federated Garden Clubs to hold design and horticulture workshops/ programs, 
organized in the Northern, Central and Southern Regions of the state. All of 
which will create better understanding between judges, exhibitors, show 
management and the public. 

Section 4: To receive donations by gift, grant, devise or bequest to administer and 
to do all those things necessary and incidental to accomplishing the purposes / objects of the Council. No activities of the Council shall be political in nature or for self-gain. 

Section 5: No part of the funds of this Council shall inure to the benefit of any 
member, donor or any other person having a personal/ private interest in its 
activities. In the event of the dissolution of the Council, the assets of the Council 
shall be distributed to the Federated Garden Clubs of Vermont, Inc. 

ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP 

The President of The Federated Garden Clubs of Vermont, Inc. is an ex officio 
member of the Council and shall be notified of all meetings. 

Section 1: Membership in the Council shall be open to residents of Vermont, 
summer residents, and non-residents, who are National Council Accredited 
judges, Life judges, Master judges, and students who have passed one course in 
an accredited Flower Show School For Exhibitors and Judges. 

Section 2: The chairman of the Flower Show School shall be the membership 
chairman and shall extend an invitation to membership to students who have
  successfully completed one course. 
- 

Section 3: Student judges shall have no voting privileges nor hold office, but may 
attend and participate in all Council activities. 

Section 4: A Judge Emeritus will not be required to pay dues but will receive all 
notices if desired. 

Section 5: ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS Members of Judges Council should: 

A. Attend at least one meeting per year. 

                            B. Exhibit at a Judges Council meeting at least once a year in each Horticulture and Design. Alternative exhibiting credits within a 
one year period may be attendance or exhibiting in a Standard 
Flower Show, Symposium, FSS Course IV or V, or AGFA meeting.
ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS

--- 
Section 1--: Officers of-the Council shall he a Chairman, a Vice Chairman,, and a -- 
Secretary /Treasurer. 

Section 2: Election of officers shall take place at the Annual Meeting in the month 
of September of the odd-numbered year. Election shall be by a majority vote of 
those present. 

Section 3: NOMINATING COMMITTEE A nominating committee of three shall 
be appointed by the Chairman at the last meeting in each even-numbered year. A 
slate of officers shall be presented at the Annual meeting of the following year. 
Election of officers shall be by majority vote of those Council members present. 

ARTICLE V - DUTIES OF OFFICERS
Section 1: The Chairman shall preside at all meetings of the Council and shall 
conduct such other business as pertains to the office. The Chairman is a member 
of the Board of the Federated Garden Clubs of Vermont, Inc .
Section 2: In the absence of the Chairman, the Vice Chairman shall perform all 
duties of the office of the Chairman and at all times assist the Chairman. The 
Vice Chairman shall serve as Program Chairman for the Council. 

Section 3: The Secretary /Treasurer shall keep accurate record of all meetings 
and of all receipts and disbursements of the Council and shall maintain a correct 
list of accredited members. A copy of Council meeting minutes shall be sent to 
all members within a period of three weeks following each meeting. 

        ARTICLE VI - MEETINGS
Section 1: The Council will hold two formal meeting a year on the second 
Mondays of May and September. The Annual meeting will be held in 
September. 
Section 2: Additional meetings may be called by the Chairman as warranted or 
upon a majority vote of the Council. 

Section 3: A quorum shall consist of four (4) Accredited members, including one 
officer. 

ARTICLE VII - DUES
The dues of the Council are payble at the Annual Meeting in September. The 
Secretary / Treasurer will notify delinquent members of unpaid dues October 15. If 
dues remain delinquent as of November 30, Council membership ceases. Payment of 
dues will reactivate Council membership status for Accredited judges. 

ARTICLE VIII - PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY 

Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the Judges Council in all 
cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with 
these Bylaws or the Bylaws of The Federated Garden Clubs of Vermont, Inc . 

ARTICLE IX - AMENDMENTS
These Bylaws may be amended at any meeting of the Council by a two-thirds 
vote of members present, provided that notice of the proposed amendment(s) 
has been submitted at the previous meeting or sent to members at least 15 days 
before the meeting.
Adopted:  September 8, 1997

Corrected:  July 13, 1998

Amended:  July 14, 2003



